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PREFACE 


A nominal list of deaths which occurred among the com- 
missioned personnel of the Medical Department was published in 
Volume I, “The Medical Department of the U. S. Army in the 
World War.” Since that list was prepared, it has been neces- 
sary to make a number of changes in it. Consequently, it seems 
desirable at this time to publish a corrected one and to add to it 
the names of the members of the Army Nurse Corps who died 
in service during this period. The list of the commissioned offi- 
cers in its present form was prepared by Lt. Col. Charles W. 
Ayars, Sanitary Reserve Corps, and that of the Army nurses by 
Major Julia C. Stimson, Superintendent, Army Nurse Corps. 
The names of all who died from any cause while in active service 
between April 1, 1917 and June 30, 1920 are included. 

The account of the “Earliest American Casualties” is from 
an article by Major General Robert U. Patterson, Surgeon Gen- 
eral, U.S. Army (then Lt. Colonel), which was printed in ‘The 
Military Surgeon” in October, 1925. General Patterson was 
Commanding Officer of U. 8. A. Base Hospital No. 5 when it 
went overseas in May, 1917, and was also in command when the 
casualties occurred in that unit on September 4, 1917. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 


https ://archive.org/details/inmemoriammedica0Ounse 


MEDICAL SERVICE IN THE WORLD WAR 


When the United States entered the World War on April 6, 
1917, the strength* of the Regular Army, including the Philip- 
pine Scouts, was 133,111,1 and that of the National Guard was 
164,292.2 The Medical Department of the Regular Army at 
that time consisted of:* Medical Corps, 842 officers, including 
342 active reserves and 9 contract surgeons; Dental Corps, 86; 
Veterinary Corps, 60; Army Nurse Corps, 403; enlisted men, 
6,619. 

When the Armistice was signed on November 11, 1918, the 
Army numbered* 3,673,888+4. At that time the Medical De- 
partment® consisted of Medical Corps. 31,501; Dental Corps, 
4,510; Veterinary Corps, 1,982; Sanitary Corps, 2,895; Ambu- 
lance Corps, 207; Army Nurse Corps, 21,480; and enlisted men, 
264,181. 

The total number of individuals who saw service in the 
Army during the period of the war was 4,122,930.2. The re- 
sponse to the call by the medical and the allied professions was 
truly magnificent, and 34,837 of approximately 146,000 ® quali- 
fied physicians and surgeons in the country, or 23.9 per cent of 
them saw service. The total number in the other corps and 
branches of the Medical Department were: Dental Corps, 4,668; 
Veterinary Corps, 2,610; Sanitary Corps, 3,216; Ambulance 
Corps, 212; Army Nurse Corps, 23,159. The number of men 
who served as enlisted in the Medical Department is not known, 
but as stated above, the greatest number at any one time was 
264,181. 


* Not including the members of the Army Nurse Corps. 
1 Report of the Adjutant General to the Secretary of War, 1917-G.P.O. 1917. 
2 Second Report of the Provost Marshal General to the Secretary of War, 


December 20, 1918. G.P.O. 1919. 
3 Report of the Surgeon General (Vol. 2) to the Secretary of War, 1919- 
G.P:O. 1919. 


4 Report of the Adjutant General to the Secretary of War, 1919, G.P.O. 
1919). 
9 Records on file in the Office of The Surgeon General, 
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When war was declared in April, 1917, there were in the 
United States in 131 station hospitals scattered throughout the 
country, 5,380 beds; in four general hospitals, 1,200; and in five 
temporary base hospitals on the Mexican Border, 2,950, a total 
of 9,5307. These hospital facilities were expanded so that when 
the Armistice was signed, there were available for the treatment 
of the military sick in the United States approximately 121,000 
hospital beds; and in Europe, 282,000° including 25,000 in 
convalescent camps. 

When the British (Balfour) Mission arrived in Washington 
in April, 1917, soon after the declaration of war by The Con- 
gress, it requested that medical assistance be sent to their Army 
as soon as possible. Consequently, six base hospitals which had 
been organized by a corresponding number of large hospitals 
from their personnel, sailed for Europe between the 8th and 25th 
of May, 1917. They were the first American Units to go over- 
seas after the declaration of war. These hospitals were, in 
their order of sailing®: Base Hospital No. 4, Lakeside Hospital, 
Cleveland, Ohio; Base Hospital No. 5, Harvard University, Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts; Base Hospital No. 2, Presbyterian Hospital, 
New York, N. Y.; Base Hospital No. 10, Pennsylvania Hospital, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Base Hospital No. 21, Washington University, 
St. Louis, Mo.; and Base Hospital No. 12, Northwestern Uni- 
versity, Chicage, Illinois. 


6 Administration American Expeditionary Forees. Vol. I1—‘The Medical 
Department of the U. S. Army in the World War.” G.P.O. 1927. 

7 Military Hospitals in the U. S. Vol. V.—‘*The Medical Department of U.S. 
Army in the World War.” G.P.O. 1923. 


KARLIEST BATTLE CASUALTIES 


HARLIEST AMERICAN BATTLE CASUALTIES IN 
THE WORLD WAR. 


Ever since the World War, conflicting statements have ap- 
peared in the public press with reference to the first casualties 
that occurred among our forces. The first officers and men of 
the U. 8. Army who were killed during the World War were 
members of the Medical Department, and consequently these 
facts may very appropriately be set forth in a medico-military 
publication. They should be of interest to the medical profes- 
sion and to the general public, and for the sake of historical ac- 
curacy these data should be available. All statements made 
here can be corroborated by official records of the War Depart- 
ment. At least one bibliographical reference is made in each 
case to assist in finding the information. 

The first American wounded in the World War was Capt. 
Louis J. Genella, M.R.C., U.S. Army, who had been appointed 
from the State of Louisiana. Captain Genella was serving with 
the British Expeditionary Forces in Flanders when he was 
wounded on the head and face by shell fire while in action July 
14,1917. His wounds, although not sufficiently severe to neces- 
sitate his relief from duty, were quite painful.’ 

The second person to be wounded, and the first one seriously 
so, was a woman. Miss Beatrice M. McDonald,? U.S. Armv 
Base Hospital No. 2 (originally organized from the Presbyterian 
Hospital, New York City), a member of the Army Nurse Corps. 
was wounded by a fragment of shell on August 17, 1917, while 
on duty at Casualty Clearing Station No. 61, British Expedition- 


1 ftecords British War Office, London, England; Letter July 18, 1921 U. S. 
Military Attache, London, England; official determination of the Ad- 
jutant General, U.S. Army, November 19, 1923. 

2 Sick and Wounded Report Cards No. 5414, U.S.A. B.H. No. 2 (Presbyterian 
Hospital) B.E.F. August 1917. 
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ary Forces, France. The wound resulted in the loss of one of 
Miss McDonald’s eyes. 

The third individual to be injured by the enemy was First 
Lieut. Philip M. Stimson, M.C.,? U.S. Army, who was wounded 
by a high explosive shell about 2 a.m., September 4, 1917, while 
serving with a Field Ambulance of the British Expeditionary 
Forces in Flanders. Lieut. Stimson, after being wounded, was 
transferred from the Third Canadian Stationary Hospital to 
No. 20 General Hospital, British Expeditionary Forces at Dan- 
nes-Camiers, arriving there September 6, 1917. He remained 
in the Jatter hospital until September 18, 1917 when he was 
moved in an ambulance to U. S. Army Base Hospital No. 21 at 
Rouen, France (Washington University, St. Louis, Mo. unit), 
where he had friends and his sister was the Chief Nurse. 

The first officer and the first three enlisted men killed by 
enemy activities were members of U.S. Army Base Hospital No. 
5, then operating No. 11 General Hospital, British Expeditionary 
Forces, at Dannes-Camiers, France. The casualties occurred at 
11 p.m., September 4, 1917. The night was particularly clear 
with unusually bright moonlight. Most of the personnel of the 
hospital, except those actually on duty, had retired to their 
quarters. For some reason, however, many of the officers were 
standing around among their tents conversing when about 11 
o’clock a heavy detonation was heard in the distance. A few 
moments later this was followed by another detonation much 
nearer to the hospital and in the direction of U.S. Army Base 
Hospital No. 12, then operating No. 18 General Hospital, British 
Expeditionary Forces, which was situated only some 300 yards 
south of Base Hospital No. 5. A few seconds thereafter the 
distinct sound of an airplane motor was heard immediately over- 
head, and bombs were dropped in the hospital area. Two land- 
ed among the tents occupied by officers of the hospital, one direct- 
ly west of the door of Ward C-3, one in the east end of Ward C-3 
among the patients, and the fifth in the reception tent or pavil- 
Jion in which a guard and litter party, for the reception of pa- 
tients arriving at night, were stationed. 


3 Sick and Wounded Report, U.S.A. B.H. No, 21, September 1917; also re- 
cords of British Army. 


EARLIEST BATTLE CASUALTIES 


The first two bombs fell within a few feet of the door of the 
tent occupied by First Lieut. Wm. T. Fitzsimons,* M.R.C., U.S. 
Army, Adjutant of the Hospital. Lieut. Fitzsimons was killed 
instantly. The same bomb also wounded First. Lieuts. Clarence 
A. McGuire,® Thaddeus D. Smith,® and Capt. Rae W. Whidden,’ 
all Medical Reserve Corps; and Pvt. 1st cl. Hiram P. Brower,? 
Med. Dept., who was on sentry duty patrolling his post within 
a few feet of the officers’ tents. Pvt. lst cl. Brower was the 
last person to converse with Lieut. Fitzsimons, who asked him 
what was happening just before the first bomb landed. 

The third bomb killed Pvt. 1st cl. Oscar C. Tugo;® and the 
fifth one killed Pvt. 1st cl. Leslie H. Woods! and Pvt. 1st el. 
Rudolph Rubino,"' Medical Department, U. S. Army. These 
bombs also wounded Pvt. 1st cl. Allen Mason;!2 Pvt. Elmer C. 
Sloan ;!* Pvt. 1st cl. John S. Stannion,“ and Pvt. 1st cl. Aubrey 
S. McLeod,” all of the Medical Department. One enlisted man 
of the Royal Army Medical Corps on duty at the hospital was 
wounded at the same time. All of these wounded soldiers re- 
covered, but Pvt. 1st cl. McLeod’s wounds were so severe that it 
was necessary eventually to amputate both thighs just below the 
hip joints. 

Miss Eva J. Parmalee,'® of Springfield, Mass., a member of 
the Army Nurse Corps, who was night nurse on duty in Ward 
C-3 at the time of the bombing, was knocked down, her face 
abraded in several places, and her clothing torn by fragments 
of these bombs. She suffered, however, no serious injury. 
Twenty-two soldiers of the British Army who were patients in 
the hospital were wounded, two of whom afterwards died as 2 
result of the injuries at that time. 

The conduct of the entire personnel of the hospital was 
most creditable. There was no confusion, and the injured were 
all promptly removed to the operating pavilion. By 3 A.M., 
every case had received the necessary medical and surgical treat- 


4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, Sick and Wounded Report cards Nos. 86, 89, 88, 87, 92, 
90 and 91, U.S.B.H. No. 5, September 1917; also telegram from the 


Commanding Officer of Hospital to Commanding General, A.E.I*., Sep- 
tember 5, 1917. 

8, 12, 13, 14, 15, Sick and Wounded Report cards Nos. 93, 94, 95, 96 and 97, 
U.S.A. B.H. No. 5, September, 1917. 

16 Official report of Air Raid by Commanding Officer, U.S.A. B.H. No. 5, to 


Adjutant General, A.E.F., September 1917. 
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ment. The dead were quickly removed to the mortuary. This 
work was handled entirely by the personnel of the hospital, al- 
though many kindly offers were made by the staffs of adjacent 
hospitals, notably by that of U.S. Army Base Hospital No. 18; 
and of No. 22 General Hospital, British Expeditionary Forces, 
which was largely operated by personnel from Harvard Univer- 
sity, who were temporarily serving in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps. 

On September 5, 1917, Sgt. Matthew Calderwood 1 and Pvt. 
Wm. E. Brannigan, both Co. F, 11th U. 8. Railway Engineers, 
received slight wounds from shell fire at Gouzeancourt, France, 
while serving with the British Expeditionary Forces. 

Lieut. George P. Howe,!® M.R.C. U.S. Army was killed in 
action on September 28, 1917, while serving with the 37th Divi- 
sion, British Expeditionary Forces. On October 29, 1917, Pvt. 
George Ashburn,'® Company B, 18th Infantry, was wounded by 
shell fragments. 

The first enlisted men of our Army who were actually killed 
while on duty in the trenches were three privates in Co. F. 16th 
Infantry, lst Division. The date was November 3, 1917, and 
the names were: Thos. F. Enright ,°° James D. Gresham,”® and 
Merle D. Hay.”° 

The War Department in recognition of the death of the first 
officer who was killed in our Army has named the largest Army 
General Hospital—The Fitzsimons General Hospital, U.S. Army, 
Denver, Colo.—after First Lieut. Wm. T. Fitzsimons, Medical 
Reserve Corps, U.S. Army, Adjutant of U.S. Army Base Hospital 
No. 5. The gymnasium located at Carlisle Barracks, the Medi- 
cal Department school in which we give our medical officers 
their field training, is named Tugo Hall after Pvt. 1st cl. Oscar 
C. Tugo, the first enlisted man killed. The City of Boston has 
also named a square in front of the Harvard Medical School 
after Pvt. 1st cl. Tugo, a native of that city. 


17 Sick and Wounded Report, 11th Railway Engineers, September 1917. 
18 Records Adjutant General’s Office ; records of British War Office, London, 


England. 

19 Sick and Wounded Report, 18th Infantry, October 1917; also Sick and 
Wounded card No. 39, Field Hospital No. 13, October 1917. 

20 Sick and Wounded Report 16th Infantry, November 1917; also telegrams 


from Commanding General, A.E.F. to Adjutant General, Washington, 
DG; 


KHARLIEST BATTLE CASUALTIES 


It is not necessary to extend this article further by reference 
in chronological order to casualties which occurred after Nov- 
ember 3, 1917. Their number was great and increased rapidly, 
and especially so following the battle of Cantigny in May, 1918. 
It is a matter of pride that after the United States entered the 
World War the members of the Medical Department were the 
first to suffer from hostile fire, and to die of battle injuries over- 
seas in their country’s service. The subsequent casualties of 
our Army are only too well known. Among the number, the 
Medical Department bore its full share. 


lk se ll it cil [oT er see oe oer) ee 


tae etd = Sebi ey 


DEATHS AND TOTAL BATTLE WOUNDS IN 
THE WORLD WAR. 


Killed Died Non-battle Total Total 
in of deaths deaths battle 
Action wounds Europe U.S.*« wounds 
Medical Department 
Medical Corps. 5%... 47 Pa 101 240 415 450 
Pe reOrS: oii... .. 5 0 1 36 52 44 
Veterinary Corps 1 0 9 ale 27 7 
Ambulance Corps .. 0 0) il il 2 0 
Sanitary Corps ..... 0 1 9 18 28 3 
Mince SE arps ....... 0 0 101 170 271 3 
Enlisted men ....... 120 209 1910 2472 4711 3265 
TSE Os 0s 173 237 2142 2954 5506 3772 
Terat Army** .... 36694 13691 24089 39892 114366 224092 


“Including the ones which occurred on transports and in Philippine 
Islands, Panama, Hawaii, Porto Rico, Russia, and Siberia. 


** Including the Army Nurse Corps. 


IN MEMORIAM 


To the Commissioned Officers of 

the Medical Department and 

members of the Army Nurse Corps 

who died while in active service 

between April 1, 1917 and June 
30, 1920. 
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